GAMBLING – BINGO, RAFFLES, CARNIVALS

If district board policy allows, ASB's may conduct bingo, raffles and carnivals as fundraisers under certain Gambling Commission guidelines.   In order for students under years of age to sell raffle tickets, the ASB must obtain a gambling license from the Washington State Gambling Commission.  All buyers of raffles tickets must be at least 18 years of age regardless of license status. ASB’s qualify to conduct bingo, raffles and carnivals as fundraisers without applying for a license provided the following restrictions are not violated:

· No more than two gambling events may take place in a calendar year.

· The combined gross revenue from the two unlicensed events offered to the public must not exceed $5,000 in a calendar year.  If revenues are anticipated to exceed this amount you must obtain a license from the Washington State Gambling Commission.

· Prizes must be owned by the organization prior to the drawing.

· Liquor and Firearms may not be awarded as prizes.


· Records must be kept for at least three years.

· Members cannot be paid for managing or operating the activity

For Raffles:

· Maximum price per ticket is $25.00.

· All tickets must be sold for the same price.

· No free tickets or tickets as gifts.

· Tickets can not be sold on credit.

· You must be 18 years of age to purchase a raffle ticket.

· You must be 18 years of age to sell raffle tickets.  

· Your local police department must be notified at least five days prior to conducting the raffle.

· The following information must be printed on each raffle ticket:

· District and school name.

· Cost per chance ($25.00 maximum per ticket).

· Consecutively printed number of the ticket.

· Date, time, and location of drawing.

· Name of the sponsoring organization.

· Whether or not the winner must be present for the drawing.

· Description of all prizes to be awarded.  (If the prize is a percentage of the gross receipts of the raffle, a minimum prize must be disclosed).


· The standard drawing format requires that ticket stubs from all ticket sales be placed in a container in such a manner that each ticket has an equal opportunity of being drawn as a winner.

Licensed Gambling:
In order to obtain a gambling license you must:

· Submit an application to the Washington State Gambling Commission.

· Pay a fee.

· Designate a gambling manager to attend training.


Be sure to allow plenty of time for the application process to be completed.


Once the license has been received, there are very specific rules and regulations that must be followed for each event.  A highlight of the rules can be found at:  www.wsgc.wa.gov/docs/5-164.pdf.

For further information on gambling events please contact the Gambling Commission or visit their web sit at www.wsgc.wa.gov.

